TOPIC 3: Mitch’s private life: family affairs

1) Mitch’s wife Abby

Collect the main information about Abby. Focus only on the first half of the novel!

· degree in elementary education (p. 6) ( teaches in a kindergarten “St. Andrew’s Episcopal School” (p. 115)

· wants to have own children in a couple of years “Do you plan to start a family?” - “Maybe in a couple of years.” (p. 26)

· grown up in Kentucky ( “small-town-girl” (p. 25)

· her parents still live in Kentucky

· she wants to live up the expectations of her parents “We’re quite capable of handling our money” (p. 118)

· is not a typical housewife:

· cannot cook very good 

· does not stay home all day

· is emancipated and says what she thinks “Why no female lawyers?” (p. 31); “Abby, the firm encourages children.” -  “I don’t care” (p.185)

· wants to have Mitch more often at home “I’m tired of sleeping on the couch waiting for him to get home  (p. 184) ( frustrated about the relationship between her and Mitch at the moment “A lot of frustration …” (p. 184)
2) Mitch and Abby’s family


Describe the relationship between


( Abby and her parents


( Mitch and her parents


( Abby and Mitch because of her parents


Prepare an overview according to the following example.
Abby and her parents:

· parents have a wrong imagination ( Abby just acts like a perfect daughter
· Abby wants to see her parents, she is desperated “I’d like to go to Kentucky to see my folks, but I’m afraid Mitch won’t go.” (p. 183)
Mitch and her parents:

· hates her parents “I’m afraid Mitch won’t go” (p. 183)
· parents do not like him, either “They had treated him like a leper” (p. 16)

Abby and Mitch because of her parents:

· they do not want the marriage “They had boycotted the small wedding” (p. 16)

· she is hurt by the fact that Mitch cannot tolerate her parents “It’s painful when the only man I’ve ever loved cannot tolerate my parents.” (p. 184)
3) Mitch’s brother Ray


Compile the main information about Ray. Compare the two brothers:


What do they have in common, where do they differ?

· looks similar to Mitch “Both were six-two, weighed about one-eighty, with light brown hair, small blue eyes, high cheekbones and large chins.” (p. 133)
· was three years in the army

· no family

· speeks a lot of languages, e.g. French, German, Spanish ( wants to learn more languages ( he is intelligent
· he is in the Brushy Mountain State Prison  “The cell was eight by eight, with a toilette in the corner and a set of bunk beds.” (p. 408) ( wants to escape “I’m checking out of here, Mitchell, and it won’t be long.” (p. 134)
· “second-degree murder in Nashville eight years ago and sentenced to fifteen years with no parole” (p. 137)
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