A Matter of Time – Booker T. Washington

Booker T. Washington

- born on April 5th 1856

- was born a slave

- died on November 14th 1915

- mulatto in Virginia

- representative of the last generation of black leaders born in slavery

- spoke on behalf of the blacks in the south

- one of the major black leaders

- supported the political status quo of the African-American until they proved themselves worthy enough of full civil and political rights

- conservative point of view
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- describes Washington’s ideas for social freedom of all races and a way to get voting rights for everyone

- believes that there will be a time when everyone has a right to vote (ll. 24 – 25)

( but with educational and property test for the blacks to prove themselves worthy to vote

- won’t be achieved over night (ll. 6 – 7)

- asks for justice

- if blacks are not allowed to vote because of their poverty, poor whites shouldn’t be allowed to vote either

- injustice is a way to political stagnation

- however blacks have to accept the supremacy of whites
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Pro:

· everyone should have the same rights

· blacks should have the chance to influence politics

· blacks shouldn’t debarred just because of the colour of their skin

· equal life for everyone

· universal free suffrage

Contra:

· justice now and not someday

· need a radical action and not just waiting
· the issue is not a matter of time
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- it was a compromise for white people, because blacks got their rights but whites did not lose their power

- like the idea of no over-night actions

- feeling that whites prevail

