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Answer the following questions on Frederick Douglass.

	1. Frederick was born a …
	slave

	2. Frederick describes his life with … different masters.
	 three (Captain Anthony, Mr Auld, Mr Covey)

	3. In short, what did he learn from a) Mrs Auld and b) Mr Auld?
	a) She started teaching him the basics of reading and writing (A,B,C and spelling 3 and 4 letter words)
b)… that literacy would spoil a slave and make him "unmanageable". A literate slave would become aware of his situation and would strive for freedom. Thus illiteracy meant ignorance which was the key to keeping the black people in slavery.

	4. The book Frederick read that opened his eyes was …
	The Columbian Orator

	5. In short, what did he find particularly interesting in that book?
	A dialogue between a master and his slave, in which the slave said clever and impressive things against slavery to his master and so defied him.

	6. He says about learning to read that it had been "a curse rather than a blessing". What does he mean?


	Literacy had made him understand his "wretched condition" but had not shown him how to escape or how to change anything. It "only" opened his eyes but implied no consequence. He even envied his fellow slaves who were stupid and could not understand their situation whereas he desperately wanted to be free which was impossible.

	7. Why is Frederick Douglass an important figure in US history?
	He made it out of slavery, told his story and became an important abolitionist and spokesmen for the cause of the African American slaves.


Vocabulary test.

	1. 
	besiegen
	defeat

	2. 
	contiguous
	zusammenhängend, angrenzend

	3. 
	bestimmender, entschlossener Krieg
	decisive war

	4. 
	der Rebellion beitreten 
	to join the rebellion

	5. 
	aufnehmen, als Mitglied anerkennen
	to admit

	6. 
	Another word for to buy
	to purchase

	7. 
	Die Besiedlung des Ostens
	the settlement of the east

	8. 
	Friedensvertrag, -abkommen
	peace treaty

	9. 
	die Unabhängigkeit erreichen
	to achieve independence

	10. 
	Breitengrad (2 words)
	parallel, latitude

	11. 
	Kauf, Erwerb
	acquisition

	12. 
	beschaffen, erhalten
	obtain

	13. 
	stalemate
	Pattsituation, Stillstand

	14. 
	aufgeben, sich geschlagen geben
	surrender

	15. 
	to maintain
	be-, erhalten

	16. 
	unbarmherzig verfolgen
	to persecute relentlessly

	17. 
	verbieten
	to prohibit

	18. 
	Gold entdecken
	to discover gold

	19. 
	unangebracht
	inappropriate

	20. 
	Partei ergreifen, auf die Seite stellen
	to side with

	21. 
	Eroberung
	conquest

	22.
	Größe
	size

	23.
	das gesamte Land 
	the entire country

	24.
	to claim
	beanspruchen


