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IRONY, SARCASM, AND SATIRE





IRONY


This is a figure of speech in which the writer says the opposite of what he means, thus drawing attention to the real meaning.


SARCASM


This is an aggressive remark, sometimes ironical, which is bitter and is meant to hurt the listener.


"Are you going to sit in that chair all day?"


"That's right - break very plate in the house!" (Perhaps said to somebody who drops a plate by mistake.)


SATIRE


This means that something or someone is criticised by being made ridiculous ("unsinnig"). Humour, irony, sarcasm, and especially exaggeration are used to achieve this. Because the writer wants to make something better which he considers to be bad, satire is said to be didactic. It sets out to correct things by ridiculing them in contrast to humour which simply aims to entertain.


SOME USEFUL PHRASES





The text contains�
sharp-edged�pungent�
irony.�
�
�
ironical�
remarks�statements�allusions.�
�
The author�
speaks�writes�describes something�
in a tone of irony.�ironically.�with irony.�
�
He achieves his irony by ...�
�
�
�
The reader is expected�
to see�to understand�to grasp�to become aware of�to be sensitive to�
��the irony of ...�
�
The writer attacks something / somebody with irony / sarcasm / satire.�
�
�
�
His irony / satire�
is directed against�attacks�exposes�ridicules�arouses contempt for�
human folly / weakness.�a certain habit.�a project.�a certain idea.�an institution.�
�
The writer satirises something / somebody.�
�
�
�
The text is satirical.�
�
�
�
The writer is a satirist.�
�
�
�



