HANDOUTS FOR ENGLISH

NUMBER 14



TIPS ON GIVING BOOK REPORTS (FICTIONAL TEXTS)

The following remarks are intended to give you tips on how to structure a book report and to help you organise your thoughts and reactions coherently.

1.	Introducing the book.

Title. 

Subtitle; year and place of publication; edition; name of publisher

Author. 

A thumbnail sketch of the author's background may well be useful here (when he/she was born; when did he/she die; biographical details about significant events and/or phases in the writer's personal and/or professional life.

2.	The Plot

A short description of the plot should be given. Concentrate on the MAIN points such as theme(s), main problem(s), conflict(s), possible solutions and setting (when and where the action takes place). Do NOT try to describe EVERYTHING that happens.

3.	Your Personal Reaction

This is the most important part of the report and you should devote most of the time to this point. You should evaluate and describe the way YOU react to the book you are talking about. Answering the following questions will help you to describe your reactions sensibly and accurately.

The Theme 

How did I feel about the writer's treatment of his/her theme?

Are my feelings about ..... (love / family life / punishment ..... etc.) ... the same as the writer's? Has he / she caused me to change my mind at all?

The Characters

Which characters do I like / admire / identify with? Why?

Which characters aroused reactions in me? What were these reactions? Which characters left me cold (= unmoved)? Why?

The Plot / Action

Is the action exciting / realistic / conventional / unusual? What did I find particularly good / boring / unusual? 

What do I think of the setting (= the time and place)?

�Techniques

What is the writer's point of view?

What is the tone / atmosphere of the book?

What methods does the writer use to portray characters and describe scenes?

How does the writer maintain tension?

What struck me as significant / unusual / interesting about the writer's use of language (words / syntax / imagery)?

What else did I notice / feel while I was reading the book?



Remember to use short quotations to illustrate and support what you are saying.



4.	Final Remarks

How did the book effect me generally?

Why did I like it / not like it?

Why would I recommend it / not recommend it to other students?



A Word of Warning

Your author wrote his / her work for native speakers. If you say in your report that he or she used a lot of words you didn't understand or you found difficult, then you are making a comment about YOUR language competence, not the writer's.
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