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POINT OF VIEW


(in narrative Texts)�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
1st-person narrative�“I” is used�
�
�
3rd-person narrative�“He/She” is used with all characters�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
the main character / protagonist tells his/her own story;


the narration is limited to the hero’s thoughts, feelings and perceptions;


The reader only sees, knows, hears, thinks, … what the hero sees…�
the narrator tells someone else’s story as a witness / observer


(e.g. “I saw that he became frightened when …”);


the observer does not know the thoughts, feelings, … of the other characters�
�
third person limited


the narrator is outside the story and tells it from the standpoint of one character within the story;


the narrator is limited to the knowledge and perception of one single character;


E.g. “Mr Brown looked closely at Peter but couldn’t guess what he was thinking.” �
omniscient narrator


the narrator looks into the mind of all characters (or some of them);


e.g. “Four people were sitting in front of the TV set. One of them was asleep and dreaming of …, two were … and the fourth was thinking  …”�
�
Effect:�similar to real life�
�
Effect:�illusion of reality and of being present at the scene of the action�
�



USEFUL PHRASES


�The�
�writer�author�
uses�makes use of�adopts�employs�writes from�
�the�
�first


third�
�person�
�limited�unlimited�
�point of view�
�



