How to answer content questions
Here are some sample answers from exams (here: Lk-Abiturarbeiten). All the samples below deal with the same question. Mistakes and errors have been corrected.

Sample no. 1

Jack Vance’s career had according to his answers in the interview two major influences. While one gave direction to his choice of profession, the other had an “enormous influence” (l. 33) on him as a writer. The fact that “he wanted to get himself” in a line of work where “he didn’t have a boss (ll. 8/9) reduced the number of alternatives on the labour market drastically. The choice of being a writer was therefore rather a logical conclusion than a gift.

His way of writing was especially influenced by the “Oz books” which he read when he “was awfully young” (l. 33) as well as by writers like H. G. Wells or Jules Verne. Those were, in his opinion, “the first true science fiction stories that were ever published” (ll. 37/38). 

Sample no. 2

This answer will deal with two main influences on Jack Vance’s career as a writer.

The crucial influence was that he wanted a job, in which he “didn’t have a boss” (l. 9) and where he “didn’t have to show up any place at any time” (ll. 9-10). Mr Vance wanted to be his own boss and not to stay “under inspection” (l. 13) all the time while he was working. He called the people working in an office “creatures” (l. 11) and compared their workplace with a small cell (cf. l. 12). 

He worked as a carpenter and also had “a foreman always breathing down his neck” (l. 29). As a result of hating authority and supervision Mr Vance decided to become a writer. The reason why he started to write science fiction stories were other books he read , as all these works “contribute to the background” (l. 32) from which he is writing. So the “Oz books” had “an enormous influence” (l. 34) on him. 
Other works that influenced Mr Vance were those by the Edward Stratemeyer fiction-factory writers who produced , in his eyes, “the first true science-fiction stories that were ever published” (l. 38).

Sample no. 3

One of the main influences and also the reason why Mr Vance wanted to become a writer was that he wanted to be self-employed and independent. This is shown in line 8, where he says “I wanted bot get myself in a line of work where I didn’t have a boss …”. When he started writing, all the books he ever read had an influence on his career. As he says in line 32 “… everything I’ve ever read contributes to the background from which I write.” Particularly the “Oz books” and the writers of the “Edward Stratemeyer fiction-factory” had great influence on him. Because in his opinion these books were “the first true science-fiction stories” (l. 38)

Sample no. 4 

The source of inspiration for Jack Vance’s stories are the famous “Oz books” as well as the “Edward Stratemeyer fiction factory” of stories which are the “first true science-fiction stories that were ever published” (l. 38). Vance read these books in his childhood which had an “enormous influence” (l. 34) on him and gave him concepts and ideas for his own books with the result that he did not become a mainstream writer. 

In addition to the literature Vance read, his wish for freedom and creativity influenced his career. Vance decided to become a writer because he wanted to be self-employed and not controlled. In his jobs he felt “limited! (l. 11) and a job in an office would let him feel like “a creature in a small cell”.
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