THE PASSIVE

Forming the passive
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Active:    (a) Mary helped the boy.

                        S                  V             

Passive:  (b) The boy was helped by Mary.
Form of the passive:   

be + past participle

In the passive, the object of an active verb becomes the subject of the passive verb: "the boy" in (a) becomes the subject of the passive verb in (b). (a) and (b) have the same meaning.

Active:    (c) An accident happened.

Passive:  (d) (none)
Only transitive verbs (verbs that are followed by an object) are used in the passive. It is not possible to use verbs such as happen, sleep, come, and seem (intransitive verbs) in the passive.


Active
Passive

simple present
Mary helps John.


present progressive
Mary is helping John.


present perfect 
Mary has helped John.


simple past 
Mary helped John.


past progressive
Mary was helping John.


past perfect
Mary had helped John.


simple future
Mary will help John.


be going to
Mary is going to help John.


future perfect
Mary will have helped John.


conditional I
Mary would help John.


conditional II
Mary would have helped John.


· The progressive forms of the present perfect, past perfect, future, and future perfect are very rarely used in the passive.

· The by-agent is only used when it is important or supplies additional information.

Exercise 1: Change the active to the passive by supplying the correct form of be.

1. Tom opens the door.

( The door is opened by Tom.

2. Tom is opening the door.
( The door __________ opened by Tom.

3. Tom has opened the door.
( The door __________ opened by Tom.

4. Tom opened the door.

( The door __________ opened by Tom.

5. Tom was opening the door.
( The door __________ opened by Tom.

6. Tom had opened the door.
( The door __________ opened by Tom.
7. Tom will open the door.

( The door __________ opened by Tom.

8. Tom is going to open the door. ( The door __________ opened by Tom.

9. Tom will have opened the door. ( The door __________ opened by Tom.

Exercise 2: Change the active to the passive if possible. Some verbs are intransitive and 

cannot be changed.

1. Shakespeare wrote that play.


7. The cup fell to the floor.

2. Bill will invite Ann to the party.


8. I agree with Dr. Ikeda's theory.

3. Waitresses and waiters serve customers. 

9. It rained yesterday.

4. Shirley has suggested a new idea. 


10. Jackie scored the winning goal.

5. Somebody had stolen my bike. 
11. A hurricane destroyed the small fishing village.

6. My cat died. 

12. The children seemed happy when they went to the zoo.

