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WRITING ABOUT TEXTS

The Writer

	The
	writer
author
poet
dramatist

	Mr. Burgess
Miss James
Mrs Evans
	Mr / Mrs / Miss are used with the writer's name if he / she is still alive

	Tennyson / Shakespeare
	The writer's surname is usually used if 
he / she is no longer living.

	The
	journalist
reporter
columnist
feature writer
leader writer


The Writer's Emphasis

	He / She / The writer
	emphasises
underlines
stresses
highlights

	
	draws the reader's attention to...
focuses our attention on...


The Writer's Conclusions

	He / She / The writer
	comes to
arrives at
reaches
draws
	

the conclusion that ...


The Writer's Purpose

	He / She / The writer
	describes...
narrates...
discusses...
argues...
examines...
considers...
contrasts...
compares...
looks at the problem of...
considers the issue of...


The Writer's Argumentation

	He / She / The writer
	puts forward
presents
develops
	
the idea that...

	
	assumes that...
supposes that...
takes for granted that...
	

	
	provides evidence / proof
bases his ideas on...
	to support...
in support of...

	
	finds
gives
provides
refers to
	an example to prove / show ...
an illustration to prove / show ...

	
	supports
illustrates his augments / ideas     with a(n)
	example
illustration
quotation
contrast
comparison


ANALYSIS OF FICTIONAL AND NON-FICTIONAL TEXTS

- SOME USEFUL PHRASES -

A.
Contents

· The narrator appears / does not appear in the story.

· The story is told from the point of view of...

· The author expresses his point of view concerning ...

· The story / the action takes place in ...

· The action / scene is set in ...

· The story is about ... / deals with ...

· The story begins with...

· The text is divided into ...

· The action proceeds in several stages.

· In the course of the action / argument / events ...

· In the next / following paragraph the story comes to / reaches a climax.

· Two actions occur / take place simultaneously.

· The story ends by ... / concludes with ...

B.
The Characters

· The person represents ...

· The activities of the principal / main character(s) show / indicate that ...

· The description of Mr. X shows us ...

· The character suffers a conflict of interests.

· An important component / characteristic of X's personality is ...

C.
The Language

· These words indicate ...

· These words are colloquial / are taken from colloquial language.

· The repetition of this word / these words underlines the idea of ...

· The repetition of certain elements of the sentence emphasises ...

· The author uses short / simple / compound / complex sentences.

· One of the characteristics of the writer's style is his use of ...

· This expression has a symbolic meaning.

· A double meaning can be seen in ...

· X stands for / represents / is a symbol for ...

· By using the word(s) ... the writer wants to express ...

· Evil is personified by ...

· Alliteration is used to show ...

· The statement is ironic / The character speaks ironically

· Tension arises from ... / is created by ...

· The author gives his view on ...

· The writer's intention becomes apparent in his use of the phrase / word / expression ...

· The writer creates a tone of / atmosphere of ...

D.
The Structure and Composition

· The text is divided into / falls into ... paragraphs.

· The writer / poet / dramatist / journalist passes from X to Y by referring to / contrasting /comparing ...

· He goes / does not go into great detail.

· He supports is argument by giving a quotation / an example / a comparison ...

· He contrasts / compares A and B

· He distinguishes / makes a distinction between / draws a distinction between A and B.

· In the ... paragraph the writer returns to X / takes up X again / changes the topic / passes from X to Y by considering / talking about / discussing ...

· He concludes .../ comes to the conclusion that ... / arrives at the conclusion that ...
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