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BRITISH NATIONAL NEWSPAPERS

	Name and Foundation Date
	Controlled by
	Average Circulation (Feb.-July 1993)
	Leaning


THE NATIONAL DAILIES

The ‘Popular’ Papers

	Daily Mirror (1903)
	Mirror Group Newspapers (1986)
	2,670,396
	left-wing

	Daily Star (1978)
	United Newspapers
	679,861
	conservative

	Sun (1964)
	News International
	3,526,532
	conservative


‘Mid Market’

	Daily Express (1900)
	United Newspapers
	1,489,108
	Labour sympathies

	Daily Mail (1896)
	Associated Newspapers
	1,771,620
	conservative

	Today (1986)
	News International
	543,718
	conservative


The ‘Quality’ Dailies

	Daily Telegraph (1855)
	The Daily Telegraph
	1,021,550
	strongly conservative

	Financial Times (1888)
	Pearson
	289,826
	independent

	Guardian (1821)
	Guardian Newspapers Ltd.
	411,981
	left-wing liberal

	Independent (1986)
	Newspaper Publishing plc
	343,308
	independent

	Times (1785)
	News International
	363,799
	independent / conservative


THE NATIONAL SUNDAY PAPERS

The ‘Popular’ Sundays

	News of the World (1843)
	News International
	4,605,932
	conservative

	Sunday Mirror (1963)
	Mirror Group Newspapers (1986)
	2661,721
	left-wing

	The People (1881)
	Mirror Group Newspapers (1986)
	2,011,675
	left-wing

	Sunday Sport
	
	401,911
	


‘Mid Market’
	Mail on Sunday (1982)
	Associated Newspapers Group
	1,991,151
	conservative

	Sunday Express (1918)
	United Newspapers
	1,716,633
	conservative


The ‘Quality’ Sundays

	Observer (1791)
	Guardian Newspapers Ltd.
	503,192
	left-wing liberal

	Sunday Telegraph (1961)
	The Daily Telegraph
	579,504
	strongly conservative

	Sunday Times (1822)
	News International
	1,224,472
	independent / conservative

	The Independent on Sunday (1990)
	Newspaper Publishing plc
	379,317
	independent


Fleet Street Free-for-All
Tabloids still top the market, but their recently slipping sales may have left room for a new, up-market Independent.

	
	Editorial slant 
	Target Audience

	The Sun
Circ.: 3,767,941
	The tabloid that set the standard — famous headlines, topless girls
	The masses

	The Mirror
Circ.: 2,321,608
	Sensationalism, showbiz — now with a hard-news slant: New Labour fan.
	Once old-Labour must-read, now scrambling for younger readers.

	Daily Mail
Circ.: 2,247,298
	Middle England paper; family values spiced with celebrity scoops
	Middle class, middle income, conservative, particularly women

	The Daily Telegraph
1,096,583
	Less stuffy than in the past but still a Conservative Party mouthpiece
	Seeking younger, metropolitan audience

	The Times
Circ.: 842,341
	Ex-establishment house organ; Murdoch’s anti-European voice
	Poaching from any rival

	The Guardian
Circ.: 404,616
	Left-leaning, strong on social issues, investigations and lifestyle coverage
	Core readers in “liberal” professions — teaching, social work

	The Independent
Circ.: 255,324
	Crusading and high-minded, politically independent
	Hoping to recapture thoughtful, upscale readers.


(Newsweek; 23.03.1998)
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