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Themes in Bend it like Beckham
Generation conflict

Assignments
1. Who is who? Find out who talks to whom in these quotes from the book.
2. In what way do these quotes from the book mirror the generation conflict in Bend it like Beckham Which quote do you find most significant with regard to the book? Explain why.
3. Which of these statements sound familiar to you? Do you know of any conflicts children can have with their parents/grandparents in our society?
quotes
Who is talking?
"Our children's happiness should come first."
"At least I've taught her full Indian dinner. The rest is up to God."
"l had to make up my mind what l was going to do. If l carried on the way l was, l was going to keep hurting my parents. [...]. If l kept on playing, we were going to fall out big time."
"What bigger honour is there than respecting your eiders?"
"Whose life are you living? If you try pleasing them forever, you're going to end up blaming them."
"l hope you can teach my daughter a bit about your culture - including respect for eiders and the like."
"You're lucky [...] to have a family that cares that much about you."
"Two daughters made happy in one day. What else can a father ask for?"
"l can see what you're up against but parents don't always know what's best for you."
"All l know is that children are a map of their parents."
"They want to protect me [...]. This is taking me away from everything they know."
"What your parents don't know won't hurt 'em."
Differences in culture
Read p. 45 -p. 47 (first two paragraphs) and p. 67 then answer the following questions.
Assignments
1. Which cultural differences cause problems for the characters presented in the given excerpts?
2. How will these characters deal with their difficulties in the book?
3. Where else in Bend it like Beckham do cultural differences cause problems or misunderstandings?
4. What do you know about cultural differences in Germany?
Can you think of any problems that can arise when people of different cultural backgrounds have to live together?
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