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Themes in Bend it like Beckham

Women and football
Read p. 12-p.13 (top of page), p. 49- p.51 (till “they didn’t”), p.52, p.87 (middle of the page)-p.88
Assignments
1. What does the excerpt on p.12/13 tell you about men’s attitude and behaviour towards women playing football?
2.  Can you think of any other passages in BLB where it becomes clear that football is still not excepted as a women’s domain?
3. To what extent does women’s football in America, Germany and in Great Britain differ from each other?

4. Do you consider football an attractive sport for women? Do you think the attitude towards women’s football changed lately?

Racial discrimination
Read p. 71 (last three lines -p. 73 (middle of the page) then answer the following questions.
Assignments
1. What happens to Jess in this excerpt? Why does she feel so unfairly treated?
2. What does football mean to her regarding racial equality? In what respect does this incident influence her point of view?
3. Can you give any other examples from BLB where the topic of racism is dealt with?
4. Have you ever experienced any form of discrimination against yourself or others?
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