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1. Decide what topic(s) interest you and that you will enjoy working on.

· E.g. Science fiction as the literature of prophecy.

2. Try to express the main theme of your semester paper as a question

· E.g. What influence on this genre have Ray Bradbury and Robert Heinlein had? 
3. Do NOT use a “Yes / No” question form such as
Have the works of Ray Bradbury and Robert Heinlein influenced the prophetic nature of the genre? 

4. Using a sensible question form will help you to concentrate on the theme throughout the whole of the paper. 

5. Use sources (the libraries, internet, etc.) to get a general overview of your subject. One of the main problems is not finding enough to write but having too much!!

6. Next, write a topic outline in key words so that you can see the structure of your paper and see what information you need for each stage. Doing this early will help you not to waste time later on. Sometimes this topic outline will reveal weaknesses in your theme or even show that the topic you chose was not the right one for you. 

7. Hand in the topic, theme and working title together with the topic outline to your teacher IN WRITING. It must be clear to him / her from this how you are going to approach your work. If you find you wish to make changes later, fine. But you must discuss these with your teacher first. If you don’t, the results could be catastrophic! 

8. While you are preparing your work, it is a good idea to try and put yourself in the position of the reader and ask yourself basic questions like:

· Can I write about this topic in an interesting way? (If you are bored by your topic, so will your reader be!) 

· What expectations do the title and theme arouse in a serious reader ? Can I fulfil these expectations?

· Will the reader expect something I cannot or do not wish to give? If so, how should I inform the reader about what I am going and not going to deal with? 

· Can I provide enough factual evidence to support what I am saying, especially with regard to the conclusions I draw?

9. Remember: A semester paper is a piece of written work based on scientific principles. It should appeal primarily to the reader’s intellect and not to his feelings and emotions. A general list of your opinions is NOT acceptable.
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